A Walk Down Fourth Street 


We did the band marches for the football games and to help sell War Bonds. Going up 
the street was another beauty shop, and a big house that sat on the corner, that Mrs. Pierce lived 
in. Across Dallas Street were Vehr’s apartments. The upper floor was a large meeting room 
used by The Masons, Eastern Star, and Rainbow Girls. Down below was Vehr’s Frozen Foods 
and Meat Lockers, Boyle’s Restaurant, bus station, and a hardware store that was run by Al 
and Babe Shaffer. Right next door to that corner building was The National Bank of 
Commerce. 


At the corner of Fourth and Everett there was a Methodist Church. The church was 
later removed for the construction of the City Hall. Once the hall was built it housed the police 
and fire stations as well as city offices. 


Crown Willamette Inn was a beautiful Inn that the Mill built around 1918. It took up 
the whole block and was surrounded by huge old growth fir trees. It had a long porch along the 
front that faced Fourth Street. On the porch were rocking chairs and wicker furniture to please 
the guests and the mill used it for visitors as well as for mill employees. They allowed clubs to 
meet there as well as dinners, and luncheons. In later years the mill started the Golden Crown 
Club for mill retirees in the basement of the inn. It was an area strictly for them with pool tables, 
card tables and other recreation. It was a wonderful place for social gatherings. I can remember 
my parents going there with a hot dish and looking forward to seeing their friends. The Inn was 
torn down in 1972 to make room for Riverview Savings. It is sad it is gone as it was such a 
historical place. 

That is the end of my tour. I have told you of what I can remember and could tell so 
much more. The schools, churches, Smitty’s Drive Inn, 3™ avenue bridge fire, Oak Park, The 
Legion Hall, skate rink, and much, much more. 


Written and told by Virginia Warren, March 4, 2011 _ 
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